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MISSION: GA 

GERMANTOWN ACADEMY INSPIRES STUDENTS TO BE… 

 

Independent in Thought 

A leadership mindset begins with each student having the independence of thought necessary to seek and find the truth in all 

that he or she reads, sees and hears.  We educate GA students to be curious, to ask questions, to listen to and evaluate the 

viewpoints of others. Our faculty and staff are the guides and coaches for these explorations of ideas, theories, and processes. 

 

Confident in Expression 

Independent thinkers become self-confident individuals. We, as teachers and staff members, hear expressed time and time 

again by prospective parents how confidently GA students comport themselves.  Instilling confidence is also a goal of our 

writing, speaking, and performing curricula. Alumni visits around the country remind me that the core of confidence built during 

GA years holds firm throughout adulthood. 

 

Compassionate in Spirit 

Effective leadership also involves the ability to care about others, to realize that everyone we meet can teach us something 

valuable and can learn something of value from us. True compassion is a “suffering with” that enables independent-minded, 

confident people to recognize that vulnerability is the connecting spirit within us all.   

 

Collaborative in Action 

Collaborative action is needed to move forward a community, a team, a Belfry production, a choir performance, or a class 

project, once individual ideas are aired.  Active “followership” is part of a meaningful education.  Well educated people have 

learned when and how to dedicate themselves to the support of the whole. 

 

Honorable in Deed 

The Mission Statement recognizes that absent personal honor, curious, confident, compassionate people will not engender the 

trust needed to be effective leaders or followers.  GA teaches students to hold themselves to the highest of personal 

standards.  To do so successfully, we, as teachers, must be role models of trust-worthy behavior.  We want the simple act of 

entering the school each day to make each of us a better person.   

 

 

 

 

 

GERMANTOWN ACADEMY CIVILITY PLEDGE 

 

In living its Mission, GA pledges to be a community grounded in respect and committed to courtesy. 

 

I agree to adhere to the standards embedded in the Civility Pledge and in the Mission Statement throughout my interactions in 

the GA community, including curricular, extra-curricular, and social environments by: 

 

1. Honoring GA’s mission as an inclusive, diverse community. 

 

2. Treating all members of GA with respect and civility. 

 

3. Supporting an educational environment that encourages the development of positive learning attitudes and habits. 

 

4. Seeking understanding in the spirit of collaboration. 

 

5. Communicating compassionately and honorably. 

Signs are posted around campus, including the athletics and arts venues, to increase non-community member awareness.  
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ACADEMIC LIFE 

Report Periods 
The academic year is divided into two semesters, each containing an interim report.  Progress reports are issued four times:  at the 
middle and at the end of each semester.  Each report contains letter grades.  The November and March reports also contain narrative 
comments—the March comments contain important course placement information. In January and June, comments are written as 
necessary or at teacher discretion.   
 
The interim grade reflects a student’s work to date; it is not a discrete grade used to compute the semester grade.   
 
Parent conference days are held in November and April; conferences in April are student-led.   
 
Grades 
Grades reflect the quality of a student’s work in the course and are based on many factors: tests and quizzes, participation, preparation, 
classroom contributions, etc.  The weight given to each of these will depend upon the nature of the course and the discretion of the 
teacher.  The following are the general grading guidelines for the Middle School: 
A    Excellent  
B  Good 
C  Satisfactory 
D  Marginally Passing 
F  Failing 
I  Incomplete 
MEX  Medical Excuse 
NG  No Grade 
 
Failed Courses  

If a course is failed for the year and the student cannot repeat the course, the student will be required to complete approved 

independent work and/or tutoring in order to be promoted to the next course in the sequence. Additionally, re-examination may be 

required in the summer, if applicable.  

 
Promotion 
An eighth grade student who fails two courses for the year, earns three end-of-year grades of D+ or below, or earns four or more end-
of-year grades of C- or below may not be promoted to the Upper School. Additionally, students placed on Academic Probation during 
the sixth or seventh grade year may not be promoted to Upper School should they remain on AP at the end of the eighth grade year. 
 
Academic Probation (AP) 
Students are placed on Academic Probation when their academic performance puts their enrollment at GA in jeopardy. Students who 
earn three grades of C- or below or two grades below C- may be placed on Academic Probation; students who earn three grades below 
C- will be placed on academic probation. This determination is made after careful review of the student’s current grades, ability, and 
effort, as well as extensive discussion with the student’s teachers, advisor, Head Advisor, and Head of Middle School.  A plan is 
developed to help the student improve.  The plan may include, but is not limited to, educational testing, tutoring, and mandatory after 
school study hall. If improvement is not demonstrated within the time limit established in the plan, or if the plan is not followed, the 
student’s enrollment at GA may be in jeopardy.  A student on AP at re-enrollment time can expect to have his or her contract withheld. 
 
Assessments 
The evaluation of student work includes preparation, class participation, projects, labs, quizzes, tests, and many kinds of written 
work.  Reports and projects are part of the course work in many departments.  The quality and consistency of homework are also 
assessed. Grades are not given on a bell curve – i.e., no predetermined number of A’s, B’s, etc. is set.  
Quizzes may be announced or unannounced.  They cover a limited amount of material; they do not require longer preparation time 

than needed to complete a normal assignment; and they are designed to help students master small amounts of information.  
Tests are designed to help students analyze and synthesize large amounts of information.  They are announced at least a week before 
they are given; they usually occur at the end of a unit or chapter; and they require long-term preparation.  
 
Late Assignment Policy 
The penalty for submitting long-term papers and projects late is up to one full letter grade a day.  A teacher may use his or her 
discretion in applying the policy.  
 
Retest/Resubmission of Assignments/Re-grading Policy 
Individual students may not take a “retest” or “re-quiz” for credit to raise their grade. They may not receive extra-credit for a corrected 
test. On the other hand, entire classes may be re-tested and/or given permission to do corrections for extra-credit. 
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Examinations 
Final exams are held in June for the History and Math departments.  Students are expected to take their exams according to the 
schedule.  Middle School exams are 1 ½ hours long. The dress code remains in effect during the examination period. We do not 
permit exams to leave campus.  Students who would like to review an exam may contact the teacher, Department Head or the MS 
Office to arrange an appointment.  
 
Summer Work/Summer School 
Summer work and summer reading for all students is posted on the GA website in June. 
Students who exhibit weaknesses in certain courses may be required to strengthen their skills by attending an approved summer 
school, receiving tutoring, or completing extra work during the summer so that they are able to begin the next academic year on a solid 
foundation.  All students seeking credit or advancement for enrichment or remedial summer courses must obtain department 
permission prior to registering for the course.    
 
Upper School Language and Math Courses 
Middle School students placed in Upper School Language and Math courses will take final exams in those courses. 
 
Technology 
The technology program is designed to introduce a wide range of fundamental computer skills and competencies in the context of the 
curriculum.  Computer applications, network use, and file management are integrated into the students’ course work. 
The technological resources in the Middle School are continually being expanded and upgraded.  Students have access to laptop 
computers, as well as computer carts and an iPad cart. 
 
Roberts Family Library and Technology Center 
The Roberts Family Library supports the school’s commitment to developing lifelong learners by reinforcing a curriculum and teaching 
skills which lead to independent and critical thinking.  Library faculty teach students to gather and use information with confidence and a 
sense of responsibility.  The library provides collections of resources in a variety of formats that have been selected specifically to 
support the MS curriculum.  Assignments incorporating these sources help students to become better readers and to develop research 
and technology skills.  Classroom teachers and library faculty collaborate in guiding students through projects that integrate information 
problem-solving strategies into the curriculum, providing students with the tools to make informed decisions in a complex world. The 
fiction collection in the Library is designed to meet the recreational reading needs of MS students, and there is a designated MS 
Reading area specifically for this purpose. Suggestions for additions to our young adult fiction collection are welcomed and encouraged.  
The Roberts Family Library is a shared MS/US space, and is open from 7:40 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. Monday through Thursday, and from 
7:40 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. on Friday.   

 
Beard Center for Innovation 
The Beard Center for Innovation is a multi-use educational space designed for classroom teaching, collaboration, project based 
learning and design thinking exercises. It is a flexible environment for a range of learning in two discrete spaces: the Maker Space for 
prototyping and design, and the Innovation Lab (iLab) for collaboration and group learning exercises. Innovation at GA honors the 
traditions of independent school curriculum while providing access to 21st Century skills that support the work being done in all 
disciplines at all grade levels.  Programming in the BCI is designed to have at its core a partnership between students and faculty 
where students take ownership of their own educational journey, engaging in a growth mindset and ways of working that builds 
confidence and grit. 

 
The Planbook and the VLE 
We believe strongly that there is tremendous value in our students learning how to use the planbook as an organizational and 
educational tool, as well as to help students learn important lessons of responsibility for their learning. All students are given a planbook 
at the start of school, and they are expected to use it to record assignments, assessment dates, teacher meetings, and other important 
information. Teachers are expected to use the VLE, however each teacher’s use may vary. At a minimum, teachers are asked to post 
class expectations and general important course information. Some Middle School faculty will post nightly assignments to the VLE, 
though this is not a divisional requirement, and others will use it as a tool to deliver core course content and/or provide additional course 
resources and materials. 

 
Middle School Homework Policy 
The purpose of homework in the Middle School is to meaningfully support the teaching and learning process that occurs during class. 

Each homework assignment typically serves one or more of the following purposes: 

1. To reinforce and practice material, concepts, and skills taught in class 
2. To engage content in preparation for a lesson, lab, or discussion 
3. To reflect on a learning experience 
4. To prepare for formal assessments of knowledge and understanding 
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The Middle School encourages balance among the rigorous expectations of the academic program, the demands of extracurricular 
participation, and the pace of modern family living. The Middle School seeks to teach and empower students to develop the skills, 
habits, and attitudes to manage those often competing priorities. Doing so enables middle school students to develop a sense of self-

discipline, self-reliance, personal responsibility, personal accountability, independent thinking, and self-advocacy. 

The Middle School Homework Guidelines 
The Middle School aims to keep the student at the core of homework management and completion. This means the student is 
responsible for the following: 

○ Making every effort to complete assigned homework and submit it when requested  
○ Checking email daily 
○ Using the planbook and the VLE to record and check homework assignments 
○ Obtaining missed assignments (short term absence) from classmates or the VLE 
○ Notifying teachers if unclear, unsure, or unprepared regarding homework 

Students and parents can expect time spent on homework at home to vary based on the following factors: 
○ Effectively using in-class and study hall time allotted for homework 
○ Spending focused time on the work without frequent interruptions or distractions 
○ Effectively planning (chunking-out) long-term assignments 
○ Establishing a habit of daily review or preparation as opposed to “cramming“ for major tests, quizzes, projects, and 

presentations at the last minute 
Parent involvement is most helpful when the following occurs: 

○ Child has a regular time and quiet area for work to be done 
○ Child has proper materials for completing assignments 
○ The work is completed by the child with minimal correction or assistance by parent(s) 
○ Child is encouraged to meet with the teacher for guidance (taking longer than necessary, not understanding subject 

matter) 
○ Contacting teacher or advisor if, on a consistent basis, the child is experiencing significant stress, is working past his 

or her regular bedtime, or is consistently spending over 1.5 hours a night cumulatively on homework 
○ Reminding child to clean out backpack and locker on a regular basis 

The Middle School will: 
○ Maintain a test calendar so students will not have more than two tests on a given day 
○ Encourage students to communicate with teachers during break, before and after school, and other appropriate times 

to discuss homework concerns 
○ Communicate with student (then parent) if a pattern of late, missing, or incomplete homework develops 
○ Assign students to after-school study hall if a pattern of late, missing, or incomplete homework continues 
○ Not assign homework over major breaks and in accordance with the One-School Religious Holiday Policy. Flexibility 

will be extended for major dates and holidays, concerts, trips, etc. 

 
Homework Policies Over Long Weekends: 
 
Thanksgiving Break, Winter Break, Spring Break 
Assignments both short and long-term are not due the day after Thanksgiving Break, Winter Break, and Spring Break.  Tests and 
quizzes are not given the day following these breaks. 
 
Labor Day, Columbus Day, Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, Presidents’ Day, and Memorial Day 
Homework may be assigned over these weekends, but tests and quizzes are not given the day following.   
 
Study Halls 
Middle School students are assigned several study halls per seven day rotation and are supervised during this time by a faculty 
member.  Study Halls provide time for the completion of homework assignments, quiet reading, review, and research. 
 
Students must come to study hall prepared with the necessary books and supplies.  Students wishing to be excused from study hall for 
extra help, to do work in the library, or to attend a music lesson must present a note from their classroom teacher to the study hall 
proctor at the beginning of study hall. 
 
Students may quietly listen to music with headphones, however headphone sharing is prohibited.  Students using screened electronic 
devices are to sit in the front rows while in Honickman Auditorium.  
 
Assemblies/Morning Meetings/Class Meetings 
Assemblies are held every Day 2 at 9:15 and Morning Meetings every Tuesday at 8:05. Each grade meets once a week at 8:05.   
Morning Meetings give students and faculty opportunities to perform, present their work, or lead a discussion about items of community 
interest and concern. Assemblies usually offer the opportunity to enjoy longer presentations by individuals or outside groups.  Student, 
parent, and faculty suggestions for performers and speakers are always welcome.  
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Break 
Break is from 9:55am-10:15am.  Students may eat in the Common Room, the Middle School Commons, or the Pavilion and are 
responsible for cleaning up after themselves.  Students may only eat in a classroom with teacher permission and supervision. 
 
Guests 
Students may invite outside guests to most school events (plays, dances, concerts, sporting events, etc.).  They also may bring guests 
on campus to spend a day, provided that a parent notifies the MS office and provided that such guests are introduced to their advisor 
and to each class teacher.  Guests should dress appropriately and follow all community rules. 
 
 
Lost and Found 
Books and other items found in the Middle School will be put in the Lost and Found on the first floor of the Middle School. There is also 
a Lost and Found in the athletic area and outside of the Dining Hall. While we do our best to return lost items, periodically lost items will 
be given away or discarded.   
 
Because lost valuables and large sums of cash are always a source of distress, students should not bring items of value, such as 
jewelry, to school.  All belongings should be kept in a safe place and lockers should always be locked.  Labeling all books, materials, 
and outerwear with your name will help these items get returned quickly.  
 
Inclement Weather  
If the school is to be closed because of inclement weather or other emergencies, the school closing identification number (353) will be 
announced on radio stations and will also be posted on GA’s homepage http://www.germantownacademy.org.  This day will be skipped 
in the day rotation and the day of the return to school will be as published in the yearly calendar or plan book.  If there is a possibility of 
bad weather, students should plan to bring home any books they might need for the next several days.   
 
If a test is scheduled for the ”snow day,” it will be given on the first day back, even if a student has other tests scheduled.  The same is 
true for all assigned work.  
 
Weather Related Delayed Openings  
On days when there is a delayed opening due to weather, a special schedule is used which allows for all scheduled classes to meet.  

 
SERVICE AND FUNDRAISING POLICY 
Germantown Academy is dedicated to raising awareness of the significance of service most specifically through its Community Service 
Organization. CSO engages in a variety of activities designed to reach out directly to people in need and, at the same time, work with 
organizations whose mission is to provide vital services to the less fortunate. 
  
It is the goal of Germantown Academy to direct the energy of students toward service and/or product drives rather than fundraising. 
However, as a pre-kindergarten through 12th grade institution, it is not feasible for all age groups to provide service at the location of the 
organizations. As a result, the following guidelines have been created to maintain some of GA’s traditional programs and perm it a few 
minimal fundraising activities conducted by the CSO organization. 
  

School-wide policy 
Since GA does not grant permission for individually organized fundraisers, the CSO in the three divisions collaborates to 
identify a few worthy charities each year that focus primarily on student initiative as the vehicle for raising funds.  
  
Each year the entire school participates in the Holiday Program and asks students to bring in a gift for a child in need. 
  
GA will consider other fundraisers when the cause touches so many hearts that the community cries out for action, such as a 
local, national or world crisis.  If all three of the school’s divisions wish to contribute to such a cause, a proposal from the CSO 
faculty advisors must be made to the Heads of Schools.  When fundraisers like this do take place, we ask that the amount 
requested be kept to a minimum to reinforce that the students give of themselves. 
  
Service activities and product drives that include multiple divisions must meet the guidelines of this policy and must be 
approved first by the CSO faculty advisors and the Heads of Schools. 
 
Division Policy 
The Middle School does not engage in large-scale fundraisers and individually organized fundraising activities will not be 
granted permission. 
  
The Middle School focuses its CSO activities on the gathering of products such as collections of food, clothing and other 
goods. The CSO students will coordinate and work these fundraisers and will select the charitable organization to receive the 
proceeds with the permission and direction of the Middle School CSO advisors and the Middle School Administration. 
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ATTENDANCE POLICIES 
The Middle School building is open from 7:40 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. School begins at 8:05am. Students not involved in after-school activities 
may work in the library until 5:00 p.m. Monday through Thursday, and then go to the Pavilion to wait for pick-up.  On Fridays, the library 
closes at 3:00 p.m. at which time students should report to the Pavilion. After 3 p.m., all unsupervised students must be in either the 
library or the Pavilion. Use of the gyms or other areas of the school are not permitted without the supervision of a GA faculty member or 
coach. Supervision in the Pavilion ends at 6pm. All students must be picked up at this time. Families of students who may have 
to stay past 6pm on occasion must request permission from the Middle School Office.   
 
Communicating Absences/Lateness: 
There is an all-school Absentee/Late phone line: 267-405-7900. Please call this number BEFORE 8:30am on the day that your child will 
be late or absent.  
 
Absences/Lateness 
 
Excused:   

 Illness (more than 4 consecutive days out of school requires physician’s note)  

 Religious holidays/instruction  

 Medical appointments  

 Funerals  

 Family emergencies  

 Approved Personal Use: family celebrations and non-school sponsored educational tours or trips, up to 3 school days over the 
entire school year, may be considered excused with a prior written request and approval from the Division Head (see below). 
In special circumstances, additional days may be approved by the Division Head for co-curricular activities such as performing 
arts and athletics.   

  
Unexcused:   

 Personal Use: family celebrations and non-school sponsored educational tours/trips without prior written request 
and administrative approval, or that extend beyond 3 school days over the entire year.  

  
To request approval for up to 3 excused personal use days over the year, parents must email the Head of Middle School, Head Advisor 

for the grade, and the child’s advisor with as much notice as possible, and at least 3 days in advance.  Personal use days that do not 
receive prior approval will be unexcused absences. School policy allows for 10 missed days during the school year before academic 
placement may be impacted, and 15 missed days during the school year before re-enrollment the following year may be 
impacted. Exceptions to this policy may be made by the Head of Middle School and/or school administration for medical 
reasons or extenuating circumstances.  

 
Lateness 
Students who check-in with advisors or arrive to school after 8:05am must sign in at the Middle School office. Any student not in 
homeroom, class meeting, or morning meeting, regardless of the reason, is marked late. The penalty for five unexcused late arrivals to 
school within a semester is a detention. Students who arrive late due to a late-arriving bus will be excused. A student who arrives after 
9:00am without a note from a doctor’s office is considered unexcused and the student is ineligible to participate in all after-school or 
evening activities.  
 
 
Missed Schoolwork for excused absences: 
Each teacher is expected to clearly communicate a policy that instructs students how to obtain assignments when class is missed due 
to an excused absence. If a student departs school early, it is expected that he or she will check-in with the teachers of any missed 
classes prior to leaving school. While it is not possible for teachers to replicate or reteach interactive learning experiences 
for individual students when they are absent for excused absences, they will help students determine how best to make-up missed work 
and assessments. Students and parents may inquire, but should not expect teachers to provide advance classwork or homework.   
 

Missed Schoolwork for unexcused absences: 
When student absences are unexcused, it is the student’s responsibility to use the VLE and other resources to get and complete 
missed work. Students may or may not receive full credit for missed work (including assessments).    

 
Dental and medical appointments 
Whenever possible, dental or medical appointments should not be scheduled when they would conflict with a class or after-school 
activity.  
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Illness during the school day 
Students who become ill during the school day must request permission to visit the nurse.  The nurse will determine whether or not the 
student needs to leave campus early and will contact the student’s parent or guardian and inform the Middle School Office of the 
student’s departure.  Students may not call home and leave school without permission from the nurse or the Middle School Office.  
 
Absence from Physical Education Class 
A note from a parent must be presented to the teacher if the student cannot participate in physical activity on a given day due to injury 
or minor illness. A doctor’s written recommendation is necessary to excuse a student from physical education classes due to i llness or 
injury when the student cannot participate in class for more than a week; likewise, a doctor’s clearance is needed for return to P.E. 
Students not participating in PE classes are ineligible to participate in athletics. 
 
Participation in after-school activities 
Students are not eligible to participate in sports, evening programs, concerts, trips, dances, or other activities unless they have been on 
campus since 9:00am.  If the student arrives later because of a medical appointment, a doctor’s or dentist’s note will permit the student 
to participate in after-school activities.  A student who does not take part in Physical Education class may not participate in after-school 
sports. 
 
Leaving campus for an appointment during the school day 
Students who have to leave campus during the school day must give a note from their parents to the Middle School Office before going 
to their first class. They must sign out on the clipboard outside the office when they leave and sign back in when they return. Leaving 
campus without parental and school permission is a serious violation of school rules and may result in suspension, as the School 
assumes responsibility for students’ welfare throughout the school day. 
 
Early Departure for Athletics 
Students are required to inform their teachers about classes that they will miss due to an early departure or early dismissal for an away 
game, turn in homework, arrange to makeup quizzes and tests, and get assignments in advance. If they have a last period study hall, 
they must inform the proctor that they will not be present.  
 
Early Dismissal Procedures  
In case of bad weather school will remain in session unless the Head of School announces otherwise and we will maintain our regular 
schedule as long as we can.  We release students whose buses arrive or who are leaving with a parent approved driver.  Students 
must sign out indicating the time they departed, where they are going, and with whom. Early bus arrivals will be announced. Any 
students who are on campus after 3:00 p.m. on such days will report to the designated place and remain there until a parent arrives. 
Electronic Contingency cards in the Middle School Office will be kept on file and must be updated if circumstances change.  

 
STUDENT LIFE 
 
Counseling  
When a student begins experiencing social, emotional, or academic difficulties, it is important to seek help before those problems 
become overwhelming. There are many avenues for formal and informal counseling at GA, and students are encouraged to take 
advantage of them.   The classroom teacher (for specific academic difficulties) and the advisor (for general concerns) are always 
available to speak with parents or students.  Usually, if approached when the problem is still minor, they can help relieve the anxiety the 
student feels or direct the student to someone who can.  Also available to students and their families are extra help sessions, student or 
outside tutors, and parent conferences.   
 
While we do not assume any change in a child’s behavior at school necessarily reflects an underlying problem, we do recognize that 
adolescence is a time of stress for many children.  Parents and teachers should be aware of normal developmental patterns during 
puberty and should be alert to significant deviations from students’ usual behavior.  The Middle School Psychologist supports students 
directly and works with parents and teachers on behalf of students with a variety of personal problems.   Parents and the Head of 
Middle School are notified in cases where a student may speak of or participate in harm to self, others, damage to property, violation of 
school policies, or any illegal or similarly unsafe behavior. 
 
Additionally, the Psychologist may make classroom observations or participate in mediations to seek resolution in student-to-student or 
faculty-student conflicts.  Please note that this aspect of the role differs from the confidentiality and privacy protocols provided in the 
more therapeutic aspects of the role mentioned above.  
 
Advisory  
Each student is assigned to an advisory that meets multiple times a week, from 8:05-8:20 a.m., with an advisor.  The advisory period is 
a time for the students to get to know one another, attend to administrative details like taking attendance, check on student progress, 
hold a discussion, attend grade level or Middle School meetings, and prepare for the day ahead.  
 
Advisors serve as the primary point of contact for each of their advisees. Advisors monitor and support the social and academic 
progress of students in their advisory. Parent conferences are held biannually with the advisor. 
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Advisory/Course Placement 
We make placement decisions based on our understanding of students’ academic, emotional, and social profiles, the parameters of the 
schedule, and class and grade dynamics. As a result, we cannot honor individual requests for specific teachers.    
 

 
EXTRACURRICULAR LIFE 
 
Extracurricular Requirement 
Seventh and eighth grade students are required – and sixth grade students encouraged – to participate in at least one on-campus sport 
or in the theatre program each year.  The time involved is normally Monday to Thursday, 3:15-4:45.  Theatre may require more time as 
the production date gets closer.  Arrangements are made for students seeking to do both athletics and drama.  
 
Exceptions to the requirement 
Exceptions to the on-campus requirement will be considered for students whose special talents or interests warrant a major 
commitment to some outside activity not offered by the school. Applications for this exemption must be made to the Head of Middle 
School by October 1.   
 
Activities and Clubs 
Activities and clubs provide opportunities for students and teachers to mix at various levels and explore areas of common interest.  
They enable students and teachers to see one another in a different light and provide regular and productive time together.  
 
 Activities/clubs offered include: 

Book Club 
Art for the Community Club 
Community Service Organization (CSO) 
Chess Club 
Green Ambassadors 
In Our Own Write – the literary magazine 
Math Counts Club 
Student Government Association 
Reading Olympics 
Jazz Band 
Karaoke Club 
Ski Club 
Other activities may be offered depending on student and faculty interest.  
 

 
Student Government Association (SGA) 
The SGA consists of elected officers who are responsible for providing leadership and a voice for the student body, as well as leading 
discussions on ways to improve life in the Middle School. The SGA is also responsible for promoting school spirit, organizing social 
activities, and serving as helpers for community events.  
The formal officers of SGA include eighth grade co-presidents and an eighth grade vice-president who are elected by the MS student 
body, an appointed secretary, and up to five elected representatives for each grade. All community members are invited to attend 
weekly meetings.  
  
School Dances 
The Middle School SGA sponsors three dances each year, usually in the fall, winter, and spring.  Although the members of SGA are 
responsible for the planning and running of the dances, all students are encouraged to serve on committees charged with various 
aspects of the dance.   
 
Dance guidelines: 

1. Dances are held from 7:30 to 9:30.  Unless students are members of the Decorating or Clean-Up Committees, they should not 
arrive before 7:30 and should arrange to be picked up by 9:30.  

2. The school is locked during the dances.  Other parts of the building are inaccessible, and students are not allowed to go to 
their lockers for books, clothing, or other belongings. 

3. For some dances, students are allowed to bring guests.  There is a registration card to fill out prior to the dance, and the GA 
student is responsible for his or her guest’s behavior. 

4. Students must follow the same behavioral guidelines in effect during the school day. 
5. Students may not leave the dance during the dance unless their parents or adults designated by their parents get approval to 

do so.   
6. At least one chaperone will remain at the school until all students have been picked up after the dance.  
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SPECIAL EVENTS 
 
Back-to-School Night 
Early in the school year, parents are invited to meet their children’s teachers and hear about their courses of study. 
 
Class Trips 
Each grade takes an overnight class trip. The 6th grade goes to an activities center in Berks County, the 7th grade to Williamsburg, and 
8th grade to Washington D.C. 
 
Grade Level Parent Orientations 
In September or October, the Middle School Team holds grade level orientation meetings for parents.  In the spring, an orientation is 
held for incoming sixth grade and new to GA families. 
 
Concerts 
The Junior Chorus, the Senior Chorus, the Concert Band, and the String Ensemble perform at a Winter Concert in early December and 
a Spring Concert in May.   
 
Drama 
We present a fall play and a winter musical with Friday and Saturday performances.  We also have a spring performances that 
showcases the work of the eighth grade drama elective. 
 
Day Off Campus (8th grade) 
After careful planning with their advisors and Day Off Campus faculty leaders, eighth graders spend a day in the workplace learning 
about an occupation by “shadowing” an adult at work.  These students report to their advisories about their day, and selected students 
share their experiences at Morning Meeting. 
 
Community Service Afternoon 
In October, the Middle School community participates in several hours of community service for both GA and the greater community.  
 
Grandfriends’ Day 
Every other year Germantown Academy hosts Grandfriends’ Day. Students are encouraged to invite their grandparents or other special 
older guests to spend part of the day with them to visit classes.  
 
Science Fair 
Each eighth grade student presents his or her independent science research project at the GA Science Fair each year.   
 
Greek Day 
Every spring the Middle School competes in a field day in which each student is on one of three teams:  the Spartans, the Athenians, 
and the Persians. Students remain on the same team for each year in the Middle School. 
 
Final Assembly 
Each year after the last exam, Final Assembly is held in the Arts Center Theater to bring the Middle School community together before 
we depart for the summer, to honor the eighth grade students as they prepare to enter the Upper School, and to recognize those eighth 
grade students who have distinguished themselves academically.  Students are also honored for overall contributions to life in the 
Middle School.  Attendance by students is mandatory, and parents of eighth graders and award winners are invited.  There is a dress 
code for final assembly sent home in May. 
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ATHLETICS 
 
Germantown Academy’s approach to athletics is rooted in our school’s mission. We seek to inspire our student-athletes to be 

confident, collaborative, and honorable in their pursuit of sportsmanship, teamwork, leadership, and lifelong fitness. 

 

1. GA seeks to offer an inclusive, sequential, and rigorous athletic program. 
Every student has an opportunity to pursue an athletic interest.  

 GA strives to accommodate every student who wishes to play a specific sport. 

 Every team will offer high quality training and competition in order to provide skill development for a range of athletic abilities 
and interests. 

 In order to ensure a sequential program, GA will pursue a vertically aligned program in which the US Head Varsity Coach is 
responsible for the oversight of the entire MS/US program, its coaches, and program/team/athlete development. 

 

2. GA will be committed to competing successfully throughout our athletic program. 
Successful athletic programs foster student interest, passion, and growth in knowledge, skills, work ethic, perseverance, and 

respect for oneself and others. Most importantly, successful athletic programs balance the roles of student and athlete, and tend 

to the physical and emotional health and wellness of our students. 

 GA will take a developmentally appropriate, flexible approach to placing students on athletic teams. 

 Typically GA will offer different competitive levels for each sport to provide student-athletes with appropriate training and 
playing time at their respective skill level within their division, regardless of grade level, while always keeping a student’s 
social development in mind. 

 In the Middle School, all athletes will have a regular opportunity to compete, but equal playing time may not be possible in all 
sports at all levels. 

 In the Upper School, the best student-athletes will generally play more, especially in competitive varsity matches.  

 As a college preparatory school, GA’s coaches and college counselors will support and advocate for qualified student-
athletes who seek to pursue their sport at the collegiate level. 

 

3. GA strives to develop and attract talented student-athletes and teacher-coaches. 
Exceptional coaches engage their players in the sport the way that master teachers engage their students in the curriculum. 

They are good teachers of their game and they inspire and grow our student-athletes. Committed student-athletes contribute 

meaningfully to our school as scholars first and also in athletics and other extracurricular arenas. 

 GA will actively recruit qualified teacher-coaches who have played and/or coached their sport at a high level and support 
coaches with relevant, current professional development opportunities. Teacher-coaches will meet the same standard of 
teaching excellence as other faculty. 

 As needed, GA will augment the teacher-coach model with outside experts who are committed to the GA mission. 

 GA will attract, develop, and assist student-athletes in their quest to pursue athletics from the beginner level to the highest 
level of competition. Student-athletes will meet the same range of admission standards as all GA students. 

 

Middle School Athletics 

The Middle School athletic program offers students an introduction to a variety of sports, with an emphasis on fundamental skill 
development.  At this level, we seek to maintain a competitive stance against opponents while also valuing participation, including 
active involvement in practice and in games and supporting teammates throughout the season.  
 
Code of Conduct 
 

Players should… 

 Prioritize academic achievement and commitments over athletics. 

 Strive for excellence, play hard, and abide by the letter and the spirit of the rules. 

 Value one’s own integrity, exercise self-control, and set a good example for others. 

 Treat all players, officials, and coaches with respect and courtesy. 

 Welcome and accept constructive criticism. 

 Value the contribution of each team member and emphasize the importance of the team over oneself. 

 Keep the importance of winning in perspective.  

 Win and lose gracefully. 

 Remember that it is a privilege to represent one’s school.  
 
Attendance Expectations 

● Students are expected to attend every scheduled practice.  Failure to do so will result in reduced playing time and, if 
necessary, in loss of credit or dismissal from the team.  

● Unless excused, students must be on campus by 9:00 a.m. to participate in practice or competition that afternoon.   
● Students with a medical excuse for physical education may not participate in athletics. 
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● If a student cannot attend practice for longer than a week for medical reasons, a note from a physician must be presented. 
● Absence for religious commitments is excused. Students and/or parents should notify the coach in advance. 
● Absence for personal reasons requires a written note from the student’s parents.  
● A student may be excused for extra help on an individual basis.  Extra help and make-up tests take precedence over practice 

but not necessarily over games. 
● If a student is placed in after-school study hall, the study hall takes priority over all commitments, including games. 

 
No Cut Policy & Varsity, JV, and 3rd Teams 
There are no “cuts” in the middle school athletics program. Depending on the number of participants, teams may be divided into varsity, 
JV, and/or 3rd teams. With respect to team placement, our Middle School program takes a flexible approach based upon participation 
numbers for each sport each year. We will look at the composition of teams and treat athletes as individuals. Our coaches will place 
athletes on the Middle School team that will best foster their athletic growth and skill development, while keeping their socio-emotional 
growth and safety in mind. 

 
Changing/Quitting Teams 
The “trial period” at the beginning of each season is a chance for young student-athletes to get a feel for a sport.  Students may change 
teams during this period of time.  However, as we want to teach children the importance of commitment to a team, students may not 
quit a team after the trial period.  Students should discuss concerns with their coach and their advisor before reaching a decision.  
 
Fundraising & Team Gear 
Teams may not hold fundraisers or solicit money without prior approval of the Assistant Director of Athletics for Middle School. Team 
gear will be available for purchase at the beginning of each season through an on-line team store. More information will be emailed to 
parents each season. 
 

Concerns 
The most effective way for a parent to address a concern is to speak directly to the coach.  Since it may be unwise to do so during 
practice or immediately after a game, an appointment should be made.  If the issue involves playing time, the player should speak to 
the coach first.  If the concern remains unresolved after a discussion with the coach, it may be appropriate for the Assistant Director of 
Athletics for Middle School to become involved. 
 
 

INFORMATION FOR STUDENTS AND PARENTS 
 
Practices and Games 
Middle School teams practice from Monday through Thursday. Varsity teams may hold two Friday practices – these dates will be 
announced at the beginning of each season. All practices end by 4:45pm. Games will usually run later than scheduled practice times. 
Games are not scheduled on the first day of Rosh Hashanah, on Yom Kippur, on Good Friday, or on any days when school is closed.  
 
With few exceptions, students are dismissed at 2:50 p.m. for home games and at 2:05 p.m. for away games.  Before leaving for an 
away game, students are required to report to their last period class or study hall to check in with the teacher, turn in homework, and 
pick up the assignment and materials.  
 
The school provides transportation to and from all off-campus athletic events. Students may leave from an away game only with his or 
her parents and should stay until the end of the game. 
 
Schedule Changes/Game Cancellations 
The published schedules are subject to change. Coaches will inform students and families of changes whenever possible. Schedule 
changes are posted in the Middle School, on the GA homepage, and on the Athletic Information Hotline: 267-405-7416.  On rainy days, 
final decisions are made by 1:30 p.m.  Parents may also subscribe to a feed for an electronic calendar through the athletics webpage 
(note that though changes will appear on your calendar, you will not be alerted to them). 
 
Uniforms 
Uniforms are purchased by the students and can be kept and reused from year to year. When enough school-owned uniforms are on 
hand for a particular sport, we loan them to students for the season.  Uniforms loaned by the school must be returned after the last game 
of the season. Students will not receive a uniform for the next season until these uniforms are returned.  
 
Please note: The equipment manager does not have extra uniforms to lend out to students who forget theirs on a game day.  
 
 
Equipment 
With few exceptions, Middle School students are responsible for providing their own equipment. The necessary items for each sport are 
communicated to families prior to the start of each season.  
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Sports Injuries 
Germantown Academy has a fully certified trainer on staff.   The trainer will also serve as a resource for the treatment and rehabilitation 
of sports injuries.  Coaches are certified in CPR. The trainer is the point person for GA’s return to play protocols surround ing more 
serious injuries, including concussions. The trainer and/or coach will handle injuries occurring at home games. The staff of the opposing 
school will handle injuries at away games.  If a serious injury occurs, parents will be notified as soon as possible.  
 
Supervision After Sports 
Students involved in after-school activities must go to the library or the Pavilion for pick-up following practices and games. Students 
may work in the library until 5:00 p.m. Monday through Thursday, and security will supervise the pavilion until 6:00 p.m. Students may 
not be in the gyms, locker rooms, or areas other than the library or Pavilion once after-school activities are complete.  
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Middle School Standards of Conduct  

These Standards of Conduct may be modified or amended at any time at GA's sole discretion. 

Introduction 
Being a good citizen requires that we treat others with kindness and respect, recognize and appreciate differences, work 
hard, be honest and fair-minded, be an active participant in school life, and make a positive contribution every day. To that 
end we have the following guiding principles and specific policies: 
 

GUIDING PRINCIPLES 

● treat everyone (self, classmates, teachers, substitutes, visitors) with kindness and respect 
● understand that words are powerful; use them to do good, not to do harm 
● speak up when you see someone doing something hurtful or dangerous 
● welcome and reach out to new students and faculty, substitutes, and guests 
● behave as responsibly when adults are absent as when they are present 
● respect the privacy of classmates and teachers 
● respect your own possessions and those of others  
● take care of your school – respect the campus, keep it clean, recycle, and encourage others to    

do likewise 
● understand that, as a member of a community, each of us must balance our own wishes and 

 needs with those of others; the common good should guide our choices and decisions 
● show a willingness to help solve problems 
● show pride in ourselves, our families, our school and our community 
● recognize that those who came before us built the school we enjoy today and that each of us 
has  

a responsibility to safeguard and strengthen our school for those who follow us 
 

DIVISION POLICIES 
 

These policies outline the Middle School’s expectations for behavior and the consequences for not meeting those expectations. Any 

behaviors viewed as inconsiderate, disrespectful, or reckless, or as inconsistent with the principles expressed in the Mission Statement, 

whether they are described below or not, are subject to disciplinary action. 

Germantown Academy Civility Pledge 
In living its Mission, GA pledges to be a community grounded in respect and committed to courtesy. 

 
I agree to adhere to the standards embedded in the Civility Pledge and in the Mission Statement throughout my interactions in the GA 
community, including curricular, extra-curricular, and social environments by: 

 
1. Honoring GA’s mission as an inclusive, diverse community. 
2. Treating all members of GA with respect and civility. 
3. Supporting an educational environment that encourages the development of positive learning attitudes and habits. 
4. Seeking understanding in the spirit of collaboration. 
5. Communicating compassionately and honorably. 

 

Academic Honesty 

Tests, Quizzes, and Exams 
Telling the truth and assuming responsibility for one’s own work lie at the heart of academic life. 
Copying another’s work or making it possible for others to copy carries disciplinary and academic consequences for the student who 
copies and, if with the other student’s knowledge, for the other student as well. 
Students are guilty of cheating if, for example, they bring information into a test, have materials visible during a test, seek or provide 
answers during a test, or pass along information about a test, etc.  This policy applies equally to quizzes, tests, and exams.  Sometimes 
students may act in such a way that they compromise themselves without intent to cheat.  Thinking that a test is over, for example, a 
student may ask a classmate a question before turning in his or her paper.  A consequence for a breach of this policy is necessary 
regardless of the student’s intent or understanding.  
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Plagiarism 
Plagiarism is the act of submitting someone else’s work as one’s own, whether word for word or the general idea.  To avoid plagiarism, 
students must cite all sources used, including information from the Internet as well as from printed material.  Teachers and the school 
librarians are available to help students understand what constitutes plagiarism if they are uncertain.  
The results of group work vary with the project. When individual reports are required, it is assumed that students have completed them 
independently. In such cases (for example, a lab report) if the content of the students’ submissions is the same, the work will be 
considered plagiarized. If a group project is required, the names of all students who worked on it should be included, designating what 
each individual did if applicable. 
 
Additional Honors Offenses 
Lying, copying homework, allowing someone to copy your homework, forging a parent’s signature, cheating, repeated plagiarism, and 
sharing test information are considered honors offenses. 
 
Academic Probation (AP) 
Students are placed on Academic Probation when their academic performance puts their enrollment at GA in jeopardy. Students who 
earn three grades of C- or below or two grades below C- may be placed on Academic Probation; students who earn three grades below 
C- will be placed on academic probation. This determination is made after careful review of the student’s current grades, ability, and 
effort, as well as extensive discussion with the student’s teachers, advisor, Head Advisor, and Head of Middle School.  A plan is 
developed to help the student improve.  The plan may include, but is not limited to, educational testing, tutoring, and mandatory after 
school study hall. If improvement is not demonstrated within the time limit established in the plan, or if the plan is not followed, the 
student’s enrollment at GA may be in jeopardy.  A student on AP at re-enrollment time can expect to have his or her contract withheld. 
 
Classroom Dismissal 
If student behavior during class is sufficiently disruptive to prevent or hinder instruction, a student may be sent to the Middle School 
Office to complete a classroom dismissal form.  The student has a discussion with a Head Advisor to reflect on why the student was 
dismissed.  The form is then sent home for a parent signature. A detention may be assigned and an accumulation of classroom 
dismissals may lead to additional consequences. 
 
Leaving Campus 
Middle School students may not leave campus during the school day, nor are they permitted to leave campus between 2:50pm and the 
start of their after-school activities. If given permission on their contingency card, students may cross over to Rich’s Deli and return to 
campus without supervision ONLY after the completion of all after-school obligations. Middle School students are NOT allowed to 
walk from campus to Wawa (or any location other than Rich’s Deli).  
 
Conduct Inside the School Buildings   
Conduct and conversation in buildings should maintain safety and decorum. Loud, boisterous, or reckless behavior, running in the halls, 
and roughhousing inside the building make daily life uncomfortable and unsafe for others.  Those who do not contribute to a positive 
tone will lose privileges and will be subject to further disciplinary action unless their behavior improves. 
 
Lockers 
Lockers come with built-in locks. Students should not share locker combination with anyone, and at no time should students open other 
students’ lockers.  Students are expected to keep their lockers tidy, closed, and locked.   Students may hang their personal school 
schedule inside their lockers, and any decorative material or messages placed on the outside of the locker door should be removed at 
the end of the day. 
 
Backpacks 
Backpacks are to remain in lockers during the school day.   
 
 

ELECTRONIC DEVICES 

Smartphones & cell phones 
Smartphones and cell phones may not be used during the school day (7:50am-2:50pm) without permission of a Middle School faculty 
member or the Middle School office. Students needing to use their phone to contact home or access information must ask permission 
prior do doing so. The one exception to this policy is in study halls (see below). Phones that ring, ding, buzz, or make any other noises 
that are a distraction will be confiscated, brought to the Middle School Office, and returned at the end of the day.  

 
Laptops & tablets 
Laptops and tablets may not be used outside of classrooms or study halls without the permission of a Middle School faculty member or 
the MS Office. 
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Electronic Games  
Non-academic/curricular games are not allowed to be played on personal electronic devices during the academic day (7:50am– 
2:50pm). Academic or curricular games may only be played with the permission of a Middle School faculty member. 

 
Study Hall and Electronic Devices  
Students may use any type of electronic devices to listen to music with head phones during study halls in the Honickman Auditorium. 
However, if listening to music is distracting to a student and/or his or her peers, the student will be asked to turn the music off. Students 
who wish to use smartphones as a study tool during study hall must ask permission of the proctor and sit in the front rows of the 
Honickman Auditorium. In the library, students are not allowed to listen to music. Personal electronic devices may only be used in the 
library with permission of a librarian.   

 
Food and Drink 
In order to care for our constituents and our property, Germantown Academy has designated certain areas for the enjoyment of food 
and drink.  Food and drink can be enjoyed in the Pavilion, the Academic Courtyard, the Middle School Commons and Green (area in 
front of the Middle School Auditorium), Middle School Alcoves, House areas, the Quad, classrooms when supervised by a faculty 
member, the Belfry lobby, the Dining and Common Rooms, and the Athletic Hall of Fame area. Light snacks are allowed in the library 
with permission of the librarians, and the understanding that students clean up after themselves and are respectful of the shared library 
space. Students must ask the librarian at the desk for permission to bring snacks and eat in the library. Food and drink may be 
consumed in Middle School hallways as long as students clean up after themselves. Food and drink may not be consumed in  the tech 
centers, the Arts Center theatre, the artificial turf fields or athletic locker rooms. Trash and recycle centers are located throughout the 
school so everyone can take responsibility for their surroundings. Middle School students may not chew gum on campus during the 
school day (7:50am-2:50pm). 
 
School Store 
Middle School Students may only purchase food and drink from the school store before school begins (7:45-8am); during break (9:55-
10:15am); & after lunch (1:10-1:20pm). 
 
Elevator  
Elevators serve those who cannot, for some reason, use the stairs.  Students who require this accommodation must ask permission 
from the Middle School Office.   
 
Lunch  
Both the Dining Room and the Common Room are reserved for Middle School students at lunch from 12:45 until 1:15 p.m. Students 
may only eat lunch outside of the cafeteria if they are attending an adult-supervised activity.  Students are not permitted to spend their 
lunch period in the library, Pavilion or MS Commons. 
 
Students will clean their tables after they finish, stack the trays, and wait to be dismissed as a table at 1:10 p.m. by one of the faculty 
members on duty.  Recycling is expected.  
 
Library obligations 

Students who borrow materials from the library have a responsibility to return the materials on time. Overdue notices are sent to 
students’ GA email addresses. Students may be charged the replacement cost for lost or damaged library materials if the item is not 
returned within three weeks of the last due date. 
 
Personal possessions 
Book bags and outerwear must be stored in student locker.  Personal possessions found in the halls will be confiscated and may be 
retrieved at 2:50 p.m. Musical instruments must be stored in the instrument storage room or first floor storage area of the Middle 
School. Athletic equipment must be stored in the second floor equipment storage area. The fire code prohibits the placement of any of 
these items on hallway floors or in doorways.  
 
Privacy 
The desks, telephones, papers, plan books, grade books, computers, briefcases, closets, and other private property of adults are all off 
limits to students, as are faculty and administrative offices, the faculty room, photocopiers, and other equipment.   
 
School Bus Conduct 
Students are expected to follow all bus rules and demonstrate respect for the bus driver and all passengers.  Consequences in keeping 
with GA’s response to infractions of school standards will be imposed for not maintaining appropriate conduct.  A student’s bus 
privileges may be revoked.  
 
 
 
Community Standards for Off-Campus Behavior 
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The school believes that upholding standards for off-campus behavior is and should be primarily the responsibility of the students 
themselves and their parents.  The Civility Pledge is a good guide.  However, in certain cases of off-campus behavior, school action 
might also be necessary to maintain the integrity of the institution. 
Therefore, the school reserves the right to take action whether in the form of educating, censuring, warning, and/or adding a letter to the 
in-school file of any students whose behavior at any time or place diminishes the safety, physical welfare, or emotional well-being of 
others; damages private or public property; undermines the morale, discipline, work, and/or activities of the community. 
The school also reserves the right to separate immediately and permanently any student or family from the school, whose out-of-school 
behavior is repeatedly unacceptable and/or suggests a clear and present danger to others.  
 
Technology Responsible Use Policy (RUP) 
Each year Middle School students sign the following Technology Responsible Use Policy in September: 

 
Middle School Technology Responsible Use 2018-2019 

 
In the Middle School at Germantown Academy, we are committed to the enhancement of our programs through the responsible use of 

technology. Students are expected to use technology in purposeful, meaningful, and efficient ways that develop 21st century skills and 

learning. Students and their parents/guardians annually review and sign the Middle School Technology Responsible Use Policy. 

Additionally, parents/guardians should review the school’s comprehensive Germantown Academy Technology Responsible Use Policy. 

This comprehensive Policy is located on the Germantown Academy website. 

 

1. I will handle all school devices with care (tablet PC, computer, iPad, etc.) and will be responsible for up to $300 if a school 

device is lost or damaged.  

 

2. I will be responsible for the use of school devices, as not to damage or change any of the hardware, software or installed apps. 

If something seems to be wrong with a school device, I will notify a teacher or the Technology Department immediately. 

 

3. I will not leave a school device assigned to me unattended. 

 

4. I will respect others’ work by not accessing, moving, editing or deleting anything that is not mine. 

 
5. I will respect others by not cyber-bullying. I will not intimidate, humiliate, or put another person down through my use of 

technology or devices (tablet PC, computer, iPad, smartphone, etc.) while at school or at home. 

 

6. I will respect others by not using language that targets a person’s race, gender, sexuality, religion or other aspect of their 

identity, or perceived identity, when communicating on school or personal devices (tablet PC, computer, iPad, smartphone 

etc.) with others while at school or at home.  

 
7. I will only use appropriate language, pictures and videos when I am using technology, and speak with an adult (advisor, 

teacher, counselor, parent) if or when I see something that is inappropriate. 

 
8. While at school, I will use devices for school-related work and activities only. I will only use programs, apps, or websites with 

the approval of MS Faculty members and/or the Technology Department. 

 

9. I will adhere to the following additional guidelines & expectations: 

 I will check Germantown Academy email and the VLE daily 

 I will not remove cart computers for individual use and properly log off, stow, and shut down devices 

 I will only use a device outside of class with permission from a teacher 

 I will not use devices while consuming food or drink 

 I will not make system changes (background, screensaver, language, etc) without the permission of the GA 

technology department 

 I will follow the directions and instructions of teachers and put my devices away when I am told to do so  

 

Responses to violations of the MS Technology Responsible Policy: 

 
Violations of the Responsible Use Policy will be handled on a case-by-case basis. What follows is an outline of typical responses and 
consequences for when students violate the Middle School Responsible Use Policy. The information below is not comprehensive and 
any consequence can be implemented at any time. 
 
Advisor Notices:  
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Students will be given advisor notices for initial minor violations of the Middle School Responsible Use Policy. 
 
Detention(s): 
Students will be assigned one or more detentions for repeated minor violations or a single major violation of the Middle School 
Responsible Use Policy.  
 
Loss of Privileges:  
If there is a pattern of behavior that suggests an inability to meet the articulated expectations of responsible technology use, students 
will lose some or all device privileges.  
 
Suspension: 
Major violations of the articulated expectations of responsible technology use or an ongoing pattern of minor infractions will result in 
suspension. 
 
Dismissal: 
It is possible that a single major violation, or repeated minor violations, of the Middle School Responsible Use Policy could result in 
dismissal from Germantown Academy. 
 
Note: 

Cyber-bullying and the on-line use of language that targets a person’s race, gender, sexuality, religion or other aspect of their identity, 
or perceived identity, is a major violation of the Middle School Responsible Use Policy.  
 

Network Use 
The network user who damages systems through acts prohibited by the RUP is responsible for all repair costs incurred by the school. 
Users may not move, repair, reconfigure, modify, or attach external devices to existing systems; users may not install software on the 
network. Students may not tamper with, add to, or change in any way any of the applications or software with which the school 
computers have been equipped. 
It is forbidden to break, to vandalize or otherwise destroy or damage school computers, mice, printers, projectors, earphones, and/or 
other hardware that is the property of GA. 
 
 
BULLYING, HARASSMENT, & HAZING POLICY 
Bullying, harassment, and hazing in any form will not be tolerated. Any student who is the target of bulling, harassment, or hazing, or has 

witnessed an incident of bullying, harassment, or hazing is strongly encouraged to promptly report the matter to a Middle School faculty 

member, Head Advisor, Middle School Psychologist, Director of Student Life, or Head of Middle School.  

Bullying: 

We broadly define bullying as the repeated use of a written, verbal, electronic expression, physical act, or gesture, or any combination 

thereof, directed at the victim, that: 

 Causes physical or emotional harm to the targeted student or damage to the targeted student’s property; 

 Places the targeted student in reasonable fear of harm to himself of herself or of damage to his or her property 

 Creates a hostile environment at school for the targeted student; Infringes on the rights of the targeted student at school; or 

 Materially and substantially disrupts the educational process or the orderly operation of the school. 

 

Harassment: 

Whether direct or indirect, blatant or subtle, verbal or physical, any behavior that stigmatizes, victimizes, targets, or interferes with another 

member of the school community for any reason, including race, sex, religion, ethnic origin, physical attribute, or sexual or ientation, is 

expressly forbidden.   

 

Examples of bullying and harassment include, but are not limited to: 

● electronic communication involving physical threats and/or malicious gossip and slander;  

● hit lists or polls naming specific students and/or teachers;  

● stealing passwords and misrepresenting oneself;  

● changing others’ personal profiles; 

● making sexual advances; 

● visual conduct; e.g., leering, making sexual gestures, displaying sexually suggestive objects or pictures, cartoons, or posters;  

● taking and/or distributing inappropriate, humiliating, or explicit photos, images, or content of oneself or others; 

● verbal conduct; e.g., making derogatory comments, epithets, slurs, jokes, verbal sexual propositions, verbal abuse of a sexual 
nature, graphic verbal commentary about an individual's body, sexually degrading words used to describe an individual, 
suggestive or obscene language, letters, notes or invitations, malicious gossip and rumor spreading; 

● physical conduct; e.g., assault, touching, impeding, or blocking one's movement. 
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Hazing: 
Hazing refers to any situation or action which endangers or has the potential to endanger the mental or physical health or safety of a 
person or which willfully destroys or removes public or private property for the purposes of becoming, remaining, or participating in any 
group.  The fact that the person consented to participate in the activity is no defense.   Any situation or activity that, for the purposes 
becoming, remaining, or participating in any group, produces or could be expected to produce mental, emotional or physical discomfort, 
fright, degradation, moral compromise, humiliation, embarrassment, harassment, or ridicule to the student is hazing. A person violates 
this policy whenever he or she engages, assists, or attempts to engage or assist in the planning or committing of any hazing activity, 
whether on or off campus or other School property.  All members of our School community, including, students, faculty, and staff, are 
responsible for immediately reporting any hazing activity or plans for any hazing activity to the appropriate faculty member, Division Head, 
Athletic Director, or the Head of School. The failure to make such a report is also a violation of this policy. Any athletic team/sport, club, 
association, organization, or other group who authorizes hazing may be sanctioned by the School.  Such sanctions include, without 
limitation, fines, suspension of operation, loss of use of School facilities, loss of funding, and withdrawal of permission to operate. No 
adverse action will be taken against any person who makes a good faith report of hazing activity. 
 
Hazing activities include, but are not limited to: 
 

 any brutality of a physical nature, such as whipping, paddling, kicking, striking, beating, branding, writing or marking on a person’s 
skin or clothes, forced calisthenics, exposure to the elements or other physical abuse; 

 Forced head shaving, haircut, or other forced modification of any part of the body 

 acts of personal servitude (i.e., forced labor or service); 

 sleep deprivation; 

 forced exclusion from social or verbal contact; 

 kidnapping or strandings; 

 restrictions on personal hygiene; 

 yelling, swearing, insulting or demeaning verbal abuse; 

 being forced to wear embarrassing or humiliating attire; 

 consumption of any food, drug, vile or other non-food substances, or alcohol; 

 smearing of skin with vile substances; 

 performing sexual simulation or sexual acts; 

 stunts or dares, whether public or private, that could result in physical injury or harm to a person’s mental, emotional or social 
well-being;  

 activities causing physical or mental fatigue;  

 physical or psychological shock; 

 placing any person in a situation of actual or simulated peril or jeopardy; 

 any theft/destruction/damage of public or private property; or 

 any act in violation of the law or School policy, and any other activity that could fall within the definition of hazing.   
 

When the School administration becomes aware of any instance of bullying, harassment, or hazing, the situation will be promptly 
investigated. In the event that the school concludes behaviors to be bullying or harassment, an administrator will contact the family of 

the student engaged in bullying or harassment to inform them of the complaint and outcome of the investigation. Depending on 
the school’s assessment of the severity of the offense, consequences and interventions may include but are not limited to the following:  
  

 A required intervention meeting with school psychologist, student, parents/guardians, and Middle School  
administrator.  This meeting must take place prior to a student’s return to the classroom setting   

 Suspension from school for a day or several days  

 A comprehensive intervention plan that includes professional counseling outside of the school setting  

 Permission for the school psychologist to be in communication with the outside professional counselor  

 A Restorative Practices process between the student who bullied and the victim of bullying  

 Increased structure and supervision  

 Loss of privileges and/or temporary removal from areas of the school 

 With a pattern of bullying behaviors established, a student may be placed on disciplinary probation  

 If the school determines that a student’s bullying behaviors negatively impact the school’s ability to provide a safe environment 
for other students or adults, the school may advise the family to withdraw the student from school or the school may proceed 
with expulsion 

 Persons violating this policy may also be subject to civil liability or criminal liability under Pennsylvania law.   
 

Complaint Procedures 

Any student who is the target of bulling, harassment, or hazing or has witnessed an incident of bullying, harassment, or hazing is 

strongly encouraged to promptly report the matter to a Middle School faculty member, Head Advisor, Middle School Psychologist, 

Director of Student Life, or Head of Middle School. All complaints will be investigated thoroughly by Germantown Academy. Complaints 
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will be processed in a manner which protects the complainant and maintains the individual's confidentiality, to the greatest extent 

possible. 

 
Drugs, Alcohol, and Tobacco 

The use, possession, or distribution by students of illegal drugs, alcohol, and tobacco products, including e-cigarettes, vapes, mods, or 
Juuls, will not be tolerated. Students have the right to attend school in a drug and alcohol free environment. Students shall not use, 
possess, sell, distribute, or transfer illegal drugs, drug paraphernalia, unauthorized medication or alcohol, and they shall not be under 
the influence of drugs or alcohol prior to coming to school, at any time during the school day on or off school premises or at any school-
related activity. The School’s response to violations of this policy may include, but are not limited to counseling, suspension, and 
expulsion. Violators may be required to submit to drug testing as a condition of being readmitted to school. Reported or rumored use, in 
all cases, will be shared with the parents of the reported student.  
 
Violence 

Incidents of violence will not be tolerated in any form. This includes acts or threats of violence against students, staff, or any visitors to a 
school or school property, or at any school sponsored activity, on or off school grounds or online.  

 

 

CONSEQUENCE CATEGORIES 

These standards of conduct provide guidelines to students and administrators but will not be considered a limitation on GA's 
authority to define misconduct and determine the appropriate punishment for any particular misconduct.  The type of disciplinary action 
shall not be considered exclusive, but merely provides examples of action which may be taken in response to violation of these 
standards of conduct.  Depending on the circumstances, misconduct listed under a particular level may be treated as a higher level 
offense, and a student may be subject to suspension or expulsion for a single incident or for misconduct not specifically listed.  The 
penalties set forth should be considered minimum penalties for designated offenses. 
  
Specific disciplinary actions are sometimes, but not always, assigned to violations of the school’s Standards of Conduct because the 
School has discretionary authority to assess the seriousness of an incident.  Disciplinary actions, along with discussion and, when 
appropriate, counseling, serve to discourage misbehavior.  In our experience, students who misbehave are more likely to learn from 
their mistakes if they are disciplined and are helped to repair the hurt they have caused.  It is also our observation that the student will 
learn appropriate lessons and grow from the experience when home and school work well together at critical times. 
 
 
Discussion with student (Teacher, Advisor, or Head Advisor) 
A teacher who is concerned in some way about a student’s behavior will normally draw the student’s attention to the concern in a timely 
conversation, the purpose of which is to raise the student’s awareness and level of understanding.  If necessary, subsequent 
conversations may include the Advisor and/or Head Advisor. 
 
Advisor Notification (Teacher, Advisor, or Head Advisor) 
If the student does not respond to the initial discussion or if the misbehavior warrants a stronger response, the teacher will notify the 
advisor.  The advisor, who has the broadest perspective on the student’s life at school, may discuss the concern with the student and 
record the concern in the student’s file.  Three Advisor Notifications within a semester prompt a Detention and parental notification. 
 
Detention (Advisor or Head Advisor)  
A Detention, 3:00 – 4:00 p.m. Monday through Thursday, may be issued by a teacher, advisor, or Head Advisor to indicate that the 
student’s behavior is unacceptable.   
A parent’s signature is required on the Disciplinary Report. 
 
Multiple Detentions (Head Advisor, Director of Student Life, or Head of Middle School) 
Multiple Detentions are typically reserved for a pattern of misbehavior or significant violations of the Middle School Standards of 
Conduct. The number of detentions may be between two and four, depending on the situation. 
 
Withdrawal of privileges (Head Advisor, Director of Student Life and Advisor, in consultation with Head of Middle School) 
If the school views a student’s behavior as detrimental to himself or herself, or to others, or to the community as a whole, the student’s 
free time at break and lunch may be curtailed and privileges such as access to the library, participation in clubs, activities, sports, 
special events, and dances may be withdrawn for an indefinite period of time.  Participation in day or overnight field trips may be denied 
if a student continues to misbehave. 
 
Suspension (Head of Middle School) 
A student may be suspended from school for one or more days in response to a single infraction such as flagrant disrespect towards a 
teacher, harassment, bullying, fighting, theft, vandalism, leaving campus without permission, or a violation of the Technology 
Responsible Use Policy.  A pattern of unacceptable behavior or dishonesty may also result in suspension. 
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Suspension is intended to let the student know that he or she may not continue to attend Germantown Academy unless his or her 
behavior is appropriate in the future.  Suspension may be accompanied by a period of Disciplinary Probation, the length to be 
determined by the Head of Middle School.  Quizzes and tests will be made up the day of the student’s return; teachers are not expected 
to re-teach material or provide individual help following a suspension.  Students may contact classmates to find out what assignments 
were given and may also email teachers to request assignments. Upon notification of suspension, a student may not participate in 
extracurricular activities. 
 
Disciplinary Probation (Head of Middle School) 
Disciplinary Probation, formal notification that a student’s misbehavior has put his or her enrollment at the Academy in jeopardy, is 
reserved for a pattern of misconduct that the student appears unable or unwilling to address, for actions that have a detrimental effect 
on the physical or emotional well-being of others, and for major violations of school policy.  Disciplinary Probation may be imposed for 
an indefinite period of time.  During a period of Disciplinary Probation, privileges such as access to the library, participation in clubs, 
activities, sports, special events, dances and field trips may be restricted or withdrawn.  The school may withhold re-enrollment for 
students on disciplinary probation and those students who fail to meet the conditions of their probation will not be invited to return.  
Students on Disciplinary Probation at the time of enrollment contracts can expect that their contracts will be withheld. 
 
Dismissal (Head of School on recommendation of Head of Middle School) 
Dismissal may be imposed immediately in response to a flagrant breach of school rules, deemed by the Head of School to be 
detrimental to a member of the school community or to the school community as a whole, or in response to a violation of school rules 
during a period of Disciplinary Probation.  Dismissal may be imposed for the possession, use, or sale of alcohol or other drugs. 
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MIDDLE SCHOOL DRESS CODE 
Middle School Dress Code - “GA Gear 2.0” 

  
The purpose of our dress code is to minimize distractions caused by inappropriate dress while at the 

same time, allowing some freedom of choice. 
  
Shirts 
Collared short or long-sleeved polo or turtlenecks in solid navy, black, gray, GA red, or white; solid white or 
blue Oxford cloth. 
ALL shirts must be embroidered with the GA logo. ALL shirts worn underneath the GA shirt or sweatshirt must 
be solid navy, black, gray, red, or white. 
 
Sweatshirts, Sweaters, Fleece 
GA sweatshirts, with or without hoods, and crewneck sweaters or fleece jackets/vests in solid navy, black, 
gray, or GA red; this apparel must be solid in color and with GA logos only. Shirts with GA logos must be worn 
underneath. 
 
Pants and Shorts 
Pants and shorts must be in navy and khaki only and must fit appropriately: not too baggy, not too tight, and 
not too short. Shorts must extend to the end of your fingertips when your hands are at your sides. No active 
wear may be worn during the school day. 
  
Kilts 
Kilts must extend to the end of a student’s fingertips when one’s hands are at one’s sides and must be a GA 
kilt, navy kilt, or khaki kilt. Opaque shorts, leggings or tights must be worn underneath skirts. 
 
Other Outerwear 
Windbreakers or any type of coats and hats may not be worn in the building during the school day. 
 
General Statements Regarding Dress Code 
Clothing must fit appropriately. 
Denim fabrics or distressed (frayed) styles are not permitted.  Nor is clothing that is torn or ripped. 
Items not described above are excluded. 
If unsure whether or not an article of clothing is appropriate, please see your Head Advisor for approval before 
wearing it. 
  
Relaxed Dress 
If students are given a dress down day, they should still be suitably dressed for school. Clothing must fit 
appropriately and not be a distraction. 
 
Faculty and administration are responsible for monitoring and enforcing the dress code.  The Dress Code is in 
force unless otherwise noted. 
 
 

 


