Week 6 All Camp Newsletter
See below for a recap of what we’ve been up to this week,
and visit SmugMug for more photos!

DAY CAMP

Director: Dan Stahl
Another amazing week at GA has come and gone. This week, campers
immersed themselves in science-themed activities and enjoyed two
outstanding field trips. As we approach the end of our summer season,
I wanted to take a moment and thank you for choosing to send your
children to GA for the summer. Regardless of the camp, I know we all
appreciate the trust you have in us to provide your child with a fun and
exciting time at camp. For me, camp was always a special time and I
have great friends and memories of my time as a camper and love to
see that feeling spread in our campers. Have a great weekend; see you
on Monday!

Newton’s Laws of Physics and Ben Franklin’s Expertise
GA Day Camp has been experimenting and
exploring during Geek Out Week. The campers
experienced Science and the Natural World in
so many ways. On Wednesday, under threat of
precipitation, the Pathfinders went to the
Franklin Institute and the Trailblazers, with the
LITs and CITs, set off for Dorney Park. Both
groups were in for a day of Science delight.
At the Franklin Institute, there were so many
buttons to push, levers to pull, and sights to see.
Should we journey through the Heart or the
Brain or play games in the Sports Zone? After a
whole day of exciting activity, the Pathfinders
returned to camp excited from the tour of
America’s Favorite Science Museum.

The Trailblazers had one big choice and many smaller
ones. Does our group and counselor go to the
Amusement Park or the Water Park? After this choice,
they then went on the roller coasters or water rides.
Knowing the physics behind the momentum changes or
rules of buoyancy was secondary to the sheer
enjoyment of the rides. As the rain held off, the
campers safely returned to GA Day Camp just in time
for dismissal.

Assembly Period
We traveled back in time at Assembly this week! On
Monday, campers were challenged to work as a troop,
using spaghetti, tape, and paper to create their own
time machine! On Tuesday, campers used these time
machines to travel back in time to create a “throwback
music video” from their assigned decade. We had a
blast sharing our music videos at Assembly!

Week 7 Sneak Peek
Week 7 is out of this world with 3-2-1 Blast Off! Our field trips are to Facenda Whitaker Lanes
or the Brunswick Zone for Bowling – so it’s sort of like a continuation of the exploration of
science with the physics of moving spheres! Along with these all-time favorite trips, campers
should expect plenty of different out-of-this-world activities. It promises to be one of the
highest points of the summer!

ITTY BITTY and ADVENTURERS
Itty Bitty 1
Katie and Chloe
The rain didn’t keep Itty Bitty 1 from having fun this week! We
had science with Ms. Carolyn where she taught us about gravity
and made slime with us. For Sports and Games, we had fun in
the gym bowling with Mr. Carson. He also took us to The
Preserve where we saw a turtle and a frog during Wilderness.
On Tuesday, we went to Stars on the Move and explored an
indoor planetarium! We learned about the different
constellations and planets in our solar system. We had a blast
going to the pool and swimming. We also had STEM with Ms.
Kelsey and made robots with Ms. Kelly during Art!

Itty Bitty 2
Sandy and Imani
This week Itty Bitty 2 had a blast bowling in Sports and Games and making slime in Science. We
also enjoyed climbing in the big inflatable planetarium and learning all about stars, planets and
rocket ships at Stars on the Move. We took a trip to The Preserve during Wilderness and saw
turtles and frogs. On Wednesday, we made the most of the rainy day by going to the gym with
our friends. We also had Story Time with Ms. Linda in the afternoon. On Thursday, we went to
sports and games and then did some cooking and we ended the week with swimming and
STEM.

Adventurers 4s
Jacqui and Emma
We had a great week in the 4s despite the weather. We
enjoyed music with Ms. Arlyn, and learned a fun new song
about milkshakes in Movement. We saw the stars in a
traveling planetarium and we made ice cream by shaking a
few ingredients in a bag. Our field trip to the Franklin
Institute was so much fun and we were able to explore so
much! We finished the week with a great Science lesson!

Adventurers 5s
Eilis and Emma
The week was filled with so many fun activities! We made recycled robots and crazy slime. We
learned a lot about the brain, electricity, the earth, and more at the Franklin Institute. We were
able to see the night sky and all the stars in the inflatable planetarium and heard Native
American and Ancient Greek stories about the constellations! Wish the week wasn’t over but
we’re excited for the next one!

Junior Scientists
Kelsey and Charlotte
Junior Scientist had a great week! We made slime twice using different materials and also made
floam. We explored what happened when we put apple slices into lemon juice, hydrogen
peroxide, water, salt water, baking soda, and vinegar. The vinegar and lemon juice prevented
the apple from browning. We also saw what happened when we put an egg into vinegar, lemon
juice, hydrogen peroxide, and water. The shell came off of the egg in the lemon juice and
vinegar. We made elephant toothpaste and also blew up balloons using vinegar and baking
soda. We also saw balloons blow up using different sodas and pop rocks. We had Music with
Ms. Arlyn and read stories with Ms. Linda. We enjoyed the pool twice and had a blast on the

water slide. We saw an indoor planetarium
when Stars on the Move visited us. We had a
very science-filled week and loved doing
messy experiments.

Art
Kelly
In Art this week we used our thinking caps to
invent robots out of recycled materials! Our
next project was homemade slime using
Elmer’s glue and laundry detergent! We got
messy and creative by adding coloring and
glitter to make each slime unique. Snacktivity
this week was a science experiment as we
learned how to make homemade ice cream in
a bag!

STEM
Kelsey
This week in STEM we had a contest for who could hold the most marbles on an aluminum foil
boat. Before beginning as a group we thought and asked questions of different things our boat
could have such as, “should it be folded?,” “it needs walls,” and “it could be short or long.” The
children thought of many different ideas before beginning. They each received a single pre-cut
foil sheet and began to fold and bend their boats. When we were all ready we split into two
groups. We tested each boat one at a time and counted the marbles. We had boats have as
little as 14 to as many as 121 marbles! We then concluded by working to find out why some
boats could hold more than others. We came up with a few conclusions, some boats were
folded less and some had higher walls.
On the iPads this week we built our coding skills and worked
our way to get our little fuzzies to the end of the path with the
game Kodable!
In Cooking this week with the Itty-Bittys, we made ChickaCoconut Banana Booms, based off the book Chicka Chicka
Boom Boom. We used the following ingredients: 2 cups of oldfashioned oats, 2 very ripe bananas, 3 TBSP of coconut oil, 1/2
cup of unsweetened coconut, 1/2 tsp. cinnamon, 1/2 tsp.
ground ginger, 1/4 tsp. salt, and 1 TBSP unsweetened cocoa
powder. We mixed all the ingredients together, then rolled and
slightly pressed down on them to make a cookie shape. They

then baked on 350°F for about 10 minutes! Then we got to taste and enjoy our Chicka-Coconut
Banana Booms after rest!

Sports, Games, and Wilderness
Carson
The campers had a great sixth week in sports/games and nature. The Itty Bitty group played
bowling games, visited the nature preserve, and played on scooters. The older groups played
knockout basketball, limbo, visited the creek and the nature preserve, and rode on big wheels. I
hope everyone has a great weekend and is excited for week seven!

Art Quest
Congratulations to our Art Quest campers and staff on a fabulous art show
Thursday! You created so many fantastic pieces this summer! Thank you to
everyone who came out to the show.

Art Quest Jr: Sculpture &
Recycled Works
Emma
This week in Art Quest Jr, campers
created sculptures and used recycled
materials. First, we learned about the
artist Claes Oldenburg and looked at
his oversized sculptures.
Then our campers chose a small food
and made it larger out of crumpled up
newspaper, tape and then covered it
in plaster strips. For the second project, we looked at the houses in Palmitas, Pachuca Mexico
which are painted to create one continuous mural. Campers were then able to design their
own house, decorated with colorful swirls and construct their house out of paper. Then
students made a soft animal sculpture out of paper, staples and paper scraps. Finally,
throughout the week, campers were able to make free projects out of various recycled
materials.

Art Quest Sr: Sculpture & Stop Motion
Martha
We had a week of wonder and creativity in Sculpture and Stop Motion! The “Sculpture Motion
Crew” started the week by looking at the animal sculptures of Philadelphia-based artist Emily
White. We talked about what choices the artist made in leaving parts “unfinished” and why she
might choose to depict animals sculpturally at such a large scale. We also looked at the
sculptures of artist Todd McGrain, who memorializes animals who have gone extinct.

We built our own animals out of paper, plastic bags, and plaster, and later painted them to add
detail. Some of us invented animals of the imagination, others worked from observation of
photos or figurines. We watched some clips from a variety of stop motion films: Fantastic Mr.
Fox, The Nightmare Before Christmas, and classic Wallace and Gromit. We talked about what
we noticed in the styles of each, and campers made observations and guesses on what aspects
might be puppetry versus what aspects might be a combination of digital or computerized
animation techniques. An Isle of Dogs clip also gave us a fascinating window into detailed
puppetry and inspired campers to try creating multiple figures per character.
Many campers brought a great range of knowledge and inquiry to this process, conversing with
each other and surmising what they observed. We started to build our own characters and
puppets out of air dry clay, dowels, wire, cardboard, paper, wool, string, paint, and more. We
built sets out of cardboard and fabric and recycled materials. Campers really took their work to
the next level by assisting each other with the stop motion application on the iPad and giving
suggestions on framing, angle, lighting, speed, and ideal number of shots per second. They
tried a variety of techniques to slow down and speed up their films. Many of their decisions
were made off screen, which was great to observe as a teacher. They used their hands and the
materials at their disposal rather than just the technology to create their vision. This crew really
worked collaboratively and individually at a high-level studio pace! It’s been great to see their
problem-solving techniques and commitment to creating their vision with a wide range of
materials. Lots of imagination, trial and error, and learning moment to moment.

Clay and Pottery
Jesse
This week in Clay and Pottery camp our class
worked extremely hard to glaze the pieces they
made last week. We learned about surface
design and a little bit of color theory. Campers
were asked to consider the placement of warm
and cool colors on their three-dimensional
projects and how to create depth and interest in
surfaces. Campers choose from a wide range of
colors and learned how to apply three layers of glaze to ensure a consistent, even thickness of
glaze. We watched a video about traditional Chinese ceramics and how they created and
decorated large amounts of pottery by handmade mass production. On Thursday, our class
collectively helped set up a sea creature display in the Art Quest art show. We finished up a
great week with oven-baked clay critters.

SPORTS CAMPS
Football Senior
This camp continues to be a nice addition to the camp schedule. Senior football camp allows
players with a little more experience to put some equipment on and do more specific football
work. Coach Dence and staff give the players a little taste of what a day of football camp is like.
As always, the players are having a great time, and are learning a lot.

Boys and Girls Lacrosse
Coaches Dean and McKinney have had their campers working very hard this week. As they
should be, the campers are soaking up the information they are gaining from these two very
knowledgeable coaches. Lacrosse camp continues to be a big hit here at GA, and the campers
are having a lot of fun.

Boys Soccer
Coach Wetzel is back for his final week of camp and, not
surprisingly, the energy level of the players remains high. The
campers continue to work on their skills, and it is always a great
sign to see a numbers of players come back week after week.

Wrestling
Coach Fleckman’s camp continues to grow in popularity. He and
his staff are able to take advantage of the space GA has to offer
campers the opportunity to try different moves and strategies on
the mat. We were lucky to have world-class wrestler Skylar Grote
join the team this year. The youngest group of wrestlers are really
something to see, and there is a noticeable difference in their abilities from Monday to Friday.

Thanks for a great week!

