
 
 
 
 
 

Week 4 All Camp Newsletter 
See below for a recap of what we’ve been up to this week, 

and visit SmugMug for more photos! 
 

DAY CAMP 
Director: Dan Stahl 
 
Wow, what an amazing week at GA Day Camp! This was by far our 
messiest week EVER, as counselors and campers enjoyed living the 
theme of the week, Messtival. Parents, thank you for your flexibility in 
kids coming home wet and dirty! As evident in the campers’ smiles at 
the end of the day, this week has been a joy for all involved. Now that 
we have reached the midpoint of our summer season, we begin to look 
at our programs for next year, so please let me know if you have any 
thoughts or feedback at this point. Have a wonderful weekend! 
 
Messtival Recap 
 

Water + Balloons + Bubbles + Finger Paint +  
Shaving Cream + Kids + Excitement = MESSTIVAL 

 
All week, campers have been getting doused, sudsy, and 
soaked to honor the mid-summer celebration of Messtival. 
This annual event draws on the rich history of children getting 
messy and wet while having fun. Activity Directors found a 
variety of ways to honor this week-long observation. There 
was finger painting in Art, pie-in-the-face during Assembly, 
candy caught in a cup on the LITs’ heads, Win, Lose or Draw 
with chocolate pudding, cotton ball races with Vaseline noses, 
and even shaving cream carried on balloons through an 
obstacle course.  
 
On Wednesday morning, the culminating day of Messtival, 
troops cycled through activities on the Turf Field. On a hot day, 
what could be better than to body surf on the Slip’n’Slide, 
challenge a friend to pump up a water balloon above your 
head till it bursts, run around with water guns, or take a dip in 



a stream of bubbles? Music and good weather combined to make this one of the messiest 
highlights of Day Camp Week 4. The gods of Messtival were well pleased with the mess this 
week! 
 
Assembly Period 
 
We made quite the mess competing for the Troop Totem Pole this week! Campers were 
expected to work together to complete a variety of challenges. This week, campers cheered on 
their counselors as they competed in a Pie Face-Off. Troops also worked together to create a 
“sundae” by shooting as many pieces of candy as they could into a whipped cream filled cup 
placed on their counselor’s head.  
 
Week 5 Sneak Peek 
 
Week 5 brings us the glitz and glamour of Hollywood! On Wednesday, we have rented out the 
Ambler Theater and will be enjoying 2 movies, complete with popcorn and drinks! Thursday is 
‘dress like your favorite movie or television show character,’ and on Friday we will have our CIT 
Showcase Activity and the opportunity to see the Belfry Camp perform Mary Poppins, Jr. 
 

ITTY BITTY and ADVENTURERS 
 
Itty Bitty 1 
Katie, Sandy, and Chloe 
  
For the 4th week of Camp, Itty Bitty 
1 had a lot of fun! In science, we 
made our own baking soda and 
vinegar volcanoes. We went to the 
pond with Mr. Carson where we 
saw two turtles and some 
dragonflies! During STEM this week, 
we got to explore and draw on the 
iPads.  
 
On Wednesday we had a blast 
staying cool in the Foam Pit and on 
the water slide out on the turf! We 
also had a visit from Ms. Linda the 
Librarian and she read us fun stories 
about ice cream! For cooking this week we made a beach in a cup with vanilla pudding and 
some cookies. Can’t wait to see what next week brings! 
 



Itty Bitty 2 
Sam and Imani 
  
Itty Bitty 2 had a messy week! We made shaving cream art, chalk art, 
and a messy mural. We went to the foam party and went on a water 
slide. We also went swimming three times this week! It was extra 
special to go swimming an extra time this week. For wilderness, we 
went to the pond to see turtles and fish using binoculars. We had a 
blast at sports and games using scooters and big bouncy balls and 
playing Simon Says and Duck Duck Goose.  In cooking, we made a 
beach in a cup. We definitely enjoyed our very messy week! 
  

 
Adventurers 4s 
Jacqui and Emma 
  
We had a fun week in the Fours! We explored The Preserve with binoculars, we made art with 
shaving cream, and we built with gum drops in STEM! We also enjoyed the foam party with the 
big water slide and exploring the low ropes course. We made strawberry meringue in cooking 
and a beachy snack during snacktivity. We also enjoyed water play and Mad Science to close 
out the week! 
 
 
Adventurers 5s 
Eilis, Abbie and Maggie 
  
This week was filled with so many fun 
activities. We explored the creek with our 
new friends and saw Mr. and Mrs. Turtle 
swimming! We made our own version of 
caramel popcorn during cooking and made 
our very own edible beach. They were both 
so delicious! In art we painted our own 
canvas using paint and spray bottles to 
create a really awesome design. During the 
foam party, we were covered in foam and 
washed it off on the slip ’n’ slide. We also 
had a blast spraying our counselors and 
throwing water balloons. It has been a fun-
filled week and we are excited for more 
adventures to come! 
 



Nature Explorers 
Kelly and Charlotte 
  
Little Artists had an exciting week creating and exploring! Our 
favorite art projects were making nature wind chimes and 
painting spray bottle canvases. We also made anamographs, tile 
coasters, and tissue paper collaged letters. In addition to our art 
projects, we also went down the water slide, had a foam party, 
played capture the flag with Carson, played musical chairs, and 
built structures out of toothpicks and gumdrops for STEM with 
Kelsey! We had a blast playing together and being talented 
artists! 
  

 
Sports, Games, and Wilderness 
Carson 
  
The campers had a great Week 4 at sports and games. The campers played capture the flag, 
blob tag, freeze tag, and sharks and minnows. The 5s fished for minnows in the creek during 
Wilderness. The Itty Bitty 3s played on bouncing balls, scooters, and played Duck, Duck Goose 
and Simon Says. We ended our Messtival week with a big water balloon toss. We can’t wait to 
see everyone back for Week 5! 
 

Science and Technology Camps 
 
Gene Smashers 
Becky  
 
This week in Gene Smashers, we focused on 
biotechnology by experimenting with a mystery 
organism (yeast!) and observing and testing the process 
of fermentation by making homemade root beer. We 
explored proteases enzymes that are found in laundry 
detergent and used to make cheese, and collected soil 
samples from campus in search of the enzyme amylase, 
which helps digest starch.  Finally, we introduced the 
concept of gel electrophoresis, separating mixtures of 
dyes, as well as extracted DNA from kiwis and bananas. 
It was a great week! 
 

 



Art Quest 
 
Art Quest Jr: Printmaking & Paperworks 
Emma 
 
This week in Art Quest Jr, campers practiced working with paper and printmaking. We began 
learning about the artist Auguste Herbin, A French painter from the Cubist era. Herbin invented 
an alphabetical code made of colorful shapes. He used this code in his paintings to reveal a 
message. Inspired by Herbin, campers created their own code and made a cut paper collage 
revealing their own personal phrase. 
 
Next, campers designed low relief houses using cardboard, scissors, and glue. Using the low 
relief house creation, campers created several rubbings with paper and crayons. Finally, we 
added water color to the house rubbings.  

 
In the following project, campers created reduction prints. Drawing an animal of their choice, 
campers created a foam printing plate and used it to create a multi-color print.   
 



For our final project, Art Quest Jr campers practiced the traditional art of paper quilling. This 
technique involves the use of strips of paper that are rolled, shaped, and glued together to 
create decorative designs. 
 
Art Quest Sr: Painting & iPad Art 
Martha 
 
In Painting and iPad Art, we started the week 
creating our own painting sketchbooks by making 
hardened plastic covers using mod podge and 
watered-down acrylics. We worked on 
experimenting with creating tints, tones, and 
values, and practiced on lots of different sheets 
of watercolor and thick papers.  
 
We went for an outing on the nature trail and the 
flower garden, where we explored with the iPads, 
taking photos, trying to capture images with lots 
of line, shade, light, and reflection. We discussed 
our favorite shots and headed back to the classroom to experiment with the Sketchbook 
app. We used the different brushes, brush size and opacity, and color fill to draw over the 
photos and create our own layered drawings of the lines created by trees and flowers.   
 
Later in the week we painted with watercolors from photos with vibrant colors: skylines, 
galaxies, clouds, planets, and sunsets. We each chose a different photo to work from 
observation. We then began work on painted self-portraits by getting photographed and 
creating a 4-square grid on a sheet of paper. We sketched our self-portraits and then used 
watercolor to paint ourselves in. Some of us chose to use acrylic paints to create mosaic 
painted backgrounds.  
 
As campers progressed on Sketchbook, they chose other photos of their interest to practice 
drawing and tracing on the app, and some even did their own digital self-portraits. We also 
experimented with text on our iPads and did some free drawing!  
 
Clay and Pottery 
Sara 
 
In Week Two of Clay and Pottery, we learned how to glaze all the amazing pottery we made last 
week. Glazing is a technique potters use to add color to their pieces. We learned about Turkish 
Pottery painting and painted wheel pieces inspired by that style. Students also learned about 
Kimmy Cantrell, an abstract ceramic artist who makes cubist faces out of clay. Each camper 
made their own Cantrell-inspired clay face and painted it with watercolors. 
 



Digital Photography 
Steve 
 
This week, campers in Digital Photography explored various 
compositional techniques to help refine their photographic 
eye. Campers learned basic camera functions and settings while 
shooting in Philadelphia’s beautiful Chestnut Hill 
neighborhood. We then took our images and began exploring the 
basics of Photoshop as an editing tool in the campus photo lab. 
Tripods, timers, and camera filters were also used to explore the 
technique of “Paint with Light” and Movement. Campers 
completed the week by further examining the Layers Palette in 
Photoshop and the many benefits it has for young photographers. 
 

SPORTS CAMPS 
 
Football Junior  

 
Coach Dence is back this summer hosting nearly 70 
junior football campers! Even though the campers are 
not wearing pads, they are getting a daily dose of the 
skills needed in order to put the pads on. The campers 
are having a great time, and if you have never seen a 
game of “Razzle-Dazzle” you need to stop by and 
watch! 
 
 
 

Tennis 
 
Mr. Sullivan and his crew are back for another summer 
of tennis camp. The campers are getting to play this 
year on our courts that were just re-done last summer; 
they still look great and the campers look great playing 
on them. Whether practicing their serve or working on 
their doubles game, the campers are having a great 
time! 
 
 
 

Thanks for a great week! 


